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A Note From the (Temporary) Editor  

Greetings from central Virginia, where it looks like the worst of the heat wave is past us. 

We continue to try to get along without Bill Burt.  Bill had to step back from his duties to take 
care of some personal business.  If you get a second, send him a note of thanks for all he does 
for us, and words of encouragement.  His email is lmjwrb@msn.com.  We hope that this is just 
temporary, as Bill is a key member of our team. 

We have a lot of stuff for you – rather than end up with a 50+ page SITREP, we are breaking this 
into three parts. 

SITREP Part 1 – the normal SITREP, with some, but not all the reunion information.  

SITREP Part 2 – the reunion details. 

SITREP Part 3 – our annual Memorial Day addition (should have come out last month.)    

This SITREP continues to highlight our upcoming reunion in Las Vegas this fall.  We provide a 
couple of “teasers” on our traveling museum, which will be on display at the reunion for the 
first time.  The traveling museum includes stories by our veterans about their time in Germany 
(oral histories), equipment displays, posters of vehicles and weapons, both ours and theirs, 
stories about family life in Bamberg, and much more.  The museum will include many media 
types including videos, audio recordings, posters, booklets, and where possible, physical 
displays of equipment (if the hotel will allow a tank inside!) 

This edition continues a series of articles about the 52nd Infantry Regiment 80 years ago in 
World War Two.  Dennis Barletta describes the actions after the Remagen Bridgehead, including 
the liberation of two POW camps, and subcamps of the Flossenbürg Concentration Camp.  We 
also highlight some of the activities around the 250th birthday of our Army.  The Army’s 
birthday will continue to be celebrated for the remainder of this year and next. 

But before all that, we describe ways that we are working to improve our communications with 
you.  Last month we started using Constant Contact to do mass emails.  This has greatly helped 
with the process of emailing, and we got many positive comments back from many of you. 

For part 2 of the SITREP, we will further take advantage of Constant Contact’s way of presenting 
information.  You will see more of a “headline” approach, with additional information on the 
subject available to you through links.  Again, let us know if this is helpful. 

If you have any comments or would like to see something included in the SITREP, please send 
them to us. 

Best to you from Virginia. 

Mike Streff / Streff79@comcast.net   

mailto:lmjwrb@msn.com
mailto:Streff79@comcast.net
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Communications  

We are working to improve our communications with you, our fellow veterans.  And we are 
trying to improve our processes, so that doing work for our veteran’s organization is not so 
onerous for our volunteers. 

There are several recent things that have happened that are driving us to improve our 
processes. 

• When we sent out the SITREP in April, over 10% of the email addresses we had were 
bad.  That means that 50 of our over 500 active members are not getting our SITREPs, 
information on our reunions, or annual reports of our activities.  

• We also continue to have numerous problems sending out mass emails to the group.  
The email systems we have on our home computers are not set up for mass mailings 
and have limits on the number of emails per day that we can send.  There are work 
arounds, but sending 14 emails over two days to bypass the limits is not a good solution. 

• We have no online system for our veterans to register with the organization, and to 
keep our rosters and have no redundancy or backup of our roster. 

• Additionally, we get very little feedback on who is seeing our messages.  We have 
redundant communications methods (emails, Facebook, and the website) but modern 
mass emailing applications allow organizations to confirm that messaging is getting 
through. 

• Finally, we still don’t have an online way to have people sign up for events such as our 
reunions. 

We are taking the following steps to improve our communications with you, our veterans. 

• We are sending out a mailing (yes, a post office mailing) this month to everyone we 
have on our roster to confirm contact with you. 

• We are contacting everyone who uses the Facebook page but is not on our roster and 
asking them to sign up on the roster. 

• We are listing the folks with bad emails on both the SITREP and on the Facebook page 
and asking you to help us get back in contact with these folks. 

• We are asking our members to help us contact veterans who are not on our roster. 

• And finally, on June 1, we are going to start using a commercial emailing service 
(Constant Contact) which will help us get our emails to you, which will give us feedback 
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on them getting received and read, which will allow us to register and keep track of our 
members, and which we can use for signing up for our reunions and other events. 

I am sure there will be some growing pains getting started with Constant Contact.  We will 
continue to send out all information multiple ways until we are sure that we have everyone 
migrated.  Please give us your feedback as we go. 

The following are members of our group who we do not have good emails for.  If you know any 
of these folks, please do one of the following.   

• Send us their email address. 

• Contact them and ask them to send us their email address. 

Send to Streff79@comcast.net   

 

Steven Buero 

Byron E Butts 

Michar R Castile 

Christopher Corder 

Ken Davis 

Michael Decker 

James Eakes 

Paul Emerson 

Richard K Flory 

Pete Gobis 

Richard Green 

John (Mike) M. Grissett 

Stan Grochowina 

Marvin Hattaway 

Dave Hayle 

Jeremy Henshaw 

Tom Herd 

Jerry Holdman 

Bob Knuth 

Richard Krigelman 

Michael LaBombard 

Todd Lee Lindner 

J.P. Marinari 

Timothy McEntee 

Robert Lee Mingo 

Brett Mordarski 

Michael Murphy 

Herschel Nale 

John Nalli 

Patrick O'Kelly 

Jerry Phillips 

Rodney Pomeroy 

Richard (Rick) J. Rinaldo 

John Saylor 

Wayne Dennis Schrader 

Eric Schultze 

Alonzo Scott 

Peter G Scriber 

Daniel Smith 

Timothy (Tim) L. Thomas 

Arthur Vigil 

Eugene (John) White 

Timothy White 

Robert Zalimas 

mailto:Streff79@comcast.net
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2025 Reunion – Las Vegas 
 

 
 
There are less than 95 days until the start of our 2025 reunion.  Please join us in Las Vegas. 

There is additional information on the reunion in the June 2025 SITREP, Part 2. 

Key Reunion Date 

Thinking about the reunion has been a little bit of an academic drill so far.  But we are getting 
closer to some key dates with respect to hotels and signups. 

Ongoing – Hotel signups available.  Sign up directly with the hotel.  

Ongoing – Reunion signups begin.  See the SITREP part 2 for sign up documents. 

July 1 – Reunion guide sent out (ok probably more like July 15) 

August 28 – Suspense for hotel reservations. This is the last day the room rate is 
guaranteed. Reservation requests received after the cutoff will be confirmed by the 
hotel on a space-available basis at the prevailing rate.1  

September 14 – Last day for registration / payments due.  This is the day we must give 
final numbers to the hotel for all meals.2   

 
1 We have 85 rooms reserved at this rate.  Right now, we are not in danger of running out of rooms, and if we are 
we can ask for more.  But we could run out of rooms at this rate, so sign up early so you are not shut out. 
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Our Traveling Museum on Display in Las Vegas – Teasers 

In the next couple of pages, we will give you a couple of “teasers” of things you will see at our 
traveling museum in Las Vegas.    These include: 

• Reflections / Oral Histories of 1-52 Infantry Soldiers 

• Pictures and Stories of Family Life in Bamberg 

Reflections / Oral Histories of 1-52 Infantry Soldiers.   A preview of some of the memories we 
will have in Las Vegas 2025.  Submitted by Robert Pruitt.   

HHC  by Clarence Palmer 

When I arrived as a Spec 4, I had only been in the Army for 18 months.  In the 7th Division, 
when you made Spec4, you were sent to the next available PNCOC training class, but in the 1st 
AD, you didn't normally attend PNCOC until making E-5. Since I had that course already, SFC 
Stevenson began talking about getting me to the E-5 Board, just about as quickly as we could.  I 
was Major Dunn's driver for just under one year.  I sat before the E-5 board, then once I had 
accumulated enough time in service and time in grade, I was promoted to E-5.  As you know, 
when making NCO, you were typically transferred to a new platoon or company.  I don't know if 
the S3 shop didn't want me to go or, more than likely, the 1st Sgt in one of the line companies 
didn't want to lose an NCO that he already knew about.  So, I became the Battalion Schools 
NCO.  My apologies to all you guys that I sent to PNCOC, BNCOC or the new training course for 
PLDC.  I made regular trips down to Ansbach where the Division Schools were located to 
accompany those soldiers attending school.  I finished my time in Bamberg and the Army as the 
Schools NCO.  In April 1986, I caught the Freedom Bird to Ft. Jackson for outprocessing. 

Courtesy Patrol  by Clarence Palmer 

One of my most memorable weekends was New Year's Eve, probably 1985.  Of course, it was 
cold with lots of ice.  Earlier in December, there had been a soldier in HHC who was arrested by 
the Polizei for drunk and disorderly.  So on New Year's Eve, the entire company of HHC was on 
Courtesy Patrol.  Of all times, NEW YEAR's EVE!!!  There we were, 1st Battalion's finest soldiers 
decked out in our Dress Greens and overcoats with gloves.  Now, like a good Cold War Soldier, I 
owned tanker boots that I kept shined.  I wore those all winter because most of our training 
was outside standing on compacted snow that became ice.  Those thick rubber soles with a pair 
of Dr Scholl inserts were great insulation from that ice. Our dress shoes, not so much.  Those 
cold icy streets in those thin leather soles were worse than being on ice skates.  There was SSG 
Santiago and me taking two each of our S3 enlisted.  By then we had SFC Boger and SSG 
Redding in the S3 shop with us.  We took a van downtown and began walking the bars, looking 

 
2 You have all been part of weddings and event dinners.  We must give our final numbers for meals 14 days in 
advance, and we are financially responsible for those numbers. 



 

8 

 

for those drunk soldiers and getting them out before the Polizei or MP's arrived.  Like I said, it 
was memorable, but not necessarily a good memory. 

Inspection  by Jerome Watson 

I remember the IG Inspection because it was my first ever in the Army.  A ton of work was 
invested by all the companies.  At the out brief, I was the first to enter the room.  Not knowing 
the protocols, I sat at a desk with a piece of paper face down.  I assumed I could not look at it 
until the briefing started.... one inspector came up to me & asked if I wanted to know how 
Bravo company did.  I said yes, and he encouraged me to turn the paper over to look.  I DID.  
The "matrix" was completely new to me and the more I dwelt on the scores, it became obvious 
that Bravo Company had "ALL SATS & no UnSATS.  The briefing began and was over within 
about 20 minutes. 

I ran out of the upstairs classroom and back to Co B.  The First Sergeant, SGM McCoy had the 
company standing by.  He called attention, I gave "At Ease," told the troops how well they did, 
how proud I was of them and as I dismissed the formation, told them that I did not want to see 
anyone in the company area for 4 days.  Troops went ballistic; I dismissed them and they 
scattered to the four winds..... it was our best day ever for my days in Bamberg. 

Mech Infantry  by Jerome Watson 

REFORGER came upon us later.  We were a player unit.  More wheeled convoys and rail head 
operations into the general exercise area.  At this point, I had a Lt. Barletta assigned who had a 
military intelligence primary and a secondary MOS of infantry.  After arriving into the 
REFORGER Exercise area, Lt Barletta informed me that as he was watching the German 
population wave to his platoon during the tactical road march, he said he felt like "the Liberator 
of Europe."  We still joke about that discussion.  

Liberator of Europe rebuttal by Dennis Barletta 

The Liberator of Europe is true, I did say that to him and have lived to regret it for the last 50 
years…. 

Liberator of Europe rebuttal by Zak Kozak 

Jerome Watson did not include his most (in)famous event. As the B Cdr he sank his M151 and 
his M113 in the same mudhole in Hohenfels on the same day during an ARTEP. Jeep first. Track 
later that night. I was the B XO and recovered him both times. Had to drag the track out of the 
hole and put both tracks back on. Dennis tactically led the company. We (me, Barletta, 
Mesnard) remind him every time we can. "How deep was the water Jerry?" "It was up to my 
jeep antenna bases." 
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Following in Father’s Footsteps  by Melvyn Goyen 

I was 18 it was my first duty assignment and I could tell you out of my 23 years of service 
outside of being a Green Beret when I retired was the most difficult and hardest tour I ever had. 
I was there from 78 to 81 in fact this might sound funny, but my daughter is stationed at Graff. 
They just went to Bamberg on Mother's Day to walk around and see how beautiful Bamberg 
was full circle. 

Summary  by Robert Pruitt 

In Las Vegas the full set of memories will be on display.  Many soldiers did fell like Liberators as 
we road marched thru the German countryside on the many exercises we did.  The reception 
received from the local German populace in the small villages contrasted with that of those in 
the GI towns.   

I would like to thank the contributors for sharing their memories.  If you have a memory, 
reflection, or idea you want to share at the Las Vegas reunion, please contact me at  

robdarrylpruitt@yahoo.com or text (do not call) 323-459-8182. 

 

 

mailto:robdarrylpruitt@yahoo.com
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Pictures and Stories of Family Life in Bamberg.  

If you have pictures or stories about family life in Bamberg, please send them to Sara Streff, 703-
587-5446 or alabamagirl79@comcast.net.  Please include any things such as: 

• Family days 

• Organizational days 

• Company parties 

• Easter egg rolls for 
families 

• MWR Trips 

• Unit Trips 

• Hails and Farewells 

• Post events / fests 

• Local fests 

 
Family Event – Halloween Haunted House 19853 

 

 
 

3 One of the activities that night was to try to blow out a candle with a squirt gun.  That is why everyone has one. 

mailto:alabamagirl79@comcast.net
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Reunion Pictures – San Antonio 2021  
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Las Vegas on a Budget Revisted 

Las Vegas has a budget for everyone.  As is the case all over the country, the best bargains are 
getting a little harder to find.  Here are a few tips to follow during your stay that will keep costs 
down. 

Every room has a mini fridge, and you can request a microwave during your stay.  Stock up your 

mini fridge for leftovers and perishables during your stay.  There is an AM PM a short walk away 

where limited groceries and drinks are available.  If there is a demand, and you let me know 

that you attended just to see a slot machine in the local grocery store, I arrange a trip to the 

local grocery store. 

Bring all the discount cards you have including AAA, AARP, and Military.  Also, for locations you 

plan on spending quality time at, do sign up for that location’s player card for additional perks 

and discounts.  And always ask if there is a Senior or Military Discount for those of us who 

qualify. 

For those that want to relax at the Tuscany Resort and Suites since the weather will still be 

warm in late September, sit back and relax by the pool or one of the many spots to take a break 

on the property.  The pool is open from 7 AM until 10 PM.  Or just relax in the Dayroom 

(Hospitality Suite) and enjoy the refreshments provided. 

Tuscany Resort and Suites 

Marilyn Café Daily Deals – Tuesdays - 20 % off for 50+ 

Tuesdays - 50+ receives a free drink 

Military Appreciation everyday with Player’s card and Valid Military ID 20% off 

Military ID and Players card – Daily One Free Drink – Print voucher @ kiosk (small coffee, well 

drink, draft beer, soft drink, or bottled water). 

Under $10.00 Deals at Tuscany Resort and Suites 

Pub 365 $8.99 Prime Steak and Eggs Special 10Pm – 2AM - Everyday 

PUB 365 Happy Hour deals 3PM – 6PM and 11PM-2AM - Weekdays 

Free entertainment at Piazza Lounge and no drink requirement starting at 7:30 PM 

For those that would like to get out but stay close and away from the tourist crowds,  

Nearby the Tuscany 

Ellis Island 
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All Venues currently have 50% off the full menu while the Ellis Island is under renovation.  This 

deal is subject to change by September.  Changes to deals will be noted prior to the reunion.  A 

few things to take advantage of. 

$9.99 Top Sirloin Deal – join Players club and follow instructions 

Veterans with proof of service get one Daily free beer. Must enroll at promotions booth. 

With Players Card play $5.00 and get $5.00 off at The Front Yard or BBQ Item. (Game 

Responsibly) 

Stage Door Casino 

$1.00 Bud or Bud Light 

$2.00 ¼ lb Beef Hot Dog 

Silver Sevens Casino 

$10 Lunch Specials M – F 

For the sightseers, bring a small collapsible cooler.  You can drink in the open on the Las Vegas 

Strip and in Downtown Las Vegas Fremont District.  The Las Vegas Strip allows drinking from 

cans, while downtown excludes cans, however, you can drink from a plastic cup.  Glass bottles 

are excluded, so fill your cooler with your favorite can drink and/or snack, have your camera and 

snap away at the many sights to see.   

If by chance you find your cooler empty or would like to get a quick refreshment.  The 

convenience stores in Las Vegas have bargains, look for the closest Walgreens, CVS, or ABC store 

to refill your cooler. 

Visit one of the many Food courts and enjoy one of the many regional restaurants both on the 

Strip and Downtown for a quick affordable bite. 

Here are just a few locations to get you started. 

Las Vegas Strip 

Miricle Mile Shops at Planet Hollywood – Center Strip 

Blondies – Daily Specials starting at $7.99 including bottomless Mimosas during Happy Hour. 

Flights – Daily Specials – 3 for $15 food and drink deals. 

La Salsa - Daily Specials starting at $7.49 including breakfast. 

Casino Royale – Cheap eats under $5.00 – Center Strip next to Harrah’s Casino. 
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Slots-A-Fun - $2.00 deals on beer and food North Strip in front of Circus Circus Casino. 

Bonanza Gift Shop – Billed as world’s largest gift shop.  North Strip across from the Sahara 

Casino. 

Downtown Fremont Street 

El Cortez  

50% Dining Wednesday  

Downtown Grand Las Vegas  

$3.00 Hot Dog and PBR 

Evel Pie 

$5.00 Slice and Beer or $20.00 Pie and Pitcher 

Off Strip and Downtown Las Vegas 

It has come to my attention that many plan to drive and will have access to a vehicle. 

Jacksons Bar & Grill $20.00 1lb Ribeye Steak meal – Considered best value meal for price and 

taste per reviews. 

6020 W Flamingo Rd 

Southpoint – Best last night Deals on dining – Midnight to 6AM 

9777 S Las Vegas Blvd 

For a show sign up to Vet Tix.  Many shows are available, just pay a small service fee for up to 4 

tickets.  Shows include Comedy, Magic and Tribute.  Currently most listings are thru July into 

August.  However, Australian Bee Gees tribute show is currently available for the  nights the 

reunion is in town.   

Vet Tix - Tickets For Troops - Veteran Tickets Foundation – Best Deal 

Look for deals and follow fine print at 

www.vegas.com 

www.smartervegas.com 

Groupon Las Vegas and LivingSocial Las Vegas 

 

Finally, ask Bill Paterson for recommendations.  I hear he knows a spot or two. 

https://www.vettix.org/
http://www.vegas.com/
http://www.smartervegas.com/
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52nd Infantry Regiment at Remagen – 80 Years On  
 

Have you ever seen the movie?                                     Or read the book? 

 

 

52nd Infantry Regiment After Remagen – 80 Years On  

The last couple months we have talked about our regiment as part of the 9th Armored Division 
during the Battle of the Bulge, and the capture of the Ludendorff bridge at Remagen.   Below is 
a brief timeline of the 9th Armored Division activities during 1944 and 1945. 

• Late September 1944 - 9th Armored Division landed in Normandy 

• Late October 1944 - On duty in a quiet sector along the Luxembourg-German frontier 
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• December 16 - 31, 1944 - 9th Armored Division in the Battle of the Bulge, with Combat 

Command B in the north vicinity of St Vith, Combat Command R in the center east of 

Bastogne, and Combat Command A in the south along the Our River. 

• December 31, 1944 - January 12, 1945 - Division reassembles vicinity of Sedan, France 

to defend the Meuse River line 

• January 12 - February 22, 1945 - Division reequips vicinity of Metz, France. 

• February 23 - 27, 1945 - The division in an assembly area near Liege, Belgium. 

• February 28 - March 7, 1945 - The division attacks east, finds the Ludendorff bridge still 

standing and captures it. 

• March 7 - 22, 1945 - Remagen bridgehead battles 

• March 22 - April 21, 1945 - Division continues to attack east, ending up defending the 

Mulde river line east of Leipzig. 

• March 27, 1945 - Liberated POW camp vicinity of Limburg, Germany (subject of the 

article below) 

• March 31, 1945 - Liberated POW camp vicinity of Warburg, Germany (subject of the 

article below) 

• April 22 - May 9, 1945 - Attacked south, with most of the division to the vicinity of 

Wieden, Germany, with Combat Command A attached to 1st Infantry Division near 

Karlsbad, Czechoslovakia.  

• May 8, 1945 – Liberated subcamps of the Flossenbürg Concentration Camp (subject of 

the second article below.) 

• May 9, 1945 - VE Day. 

This is continuation of the history of the elements of the 52nd Infantry Regiment, 9th Armored 
Division during World War II – the 27th Armored Infantry Battalion (AIB), the 52 Armored 
Infantry Battalion, and the 60th Armored Infantry Battalion.4 

The 9th Armored Division axis of advance across Germany included the liberation of two major 
POW camps.5 

Limburg:  Stalag XII-A and Oflag XII-A (Hadamar), in Military District XII, Wiesbaden 

A Prisoner of War camp Oflag XII-A was created in 1939 for Polish Officers. The camp was in 
Hadamar, near Limburg an der Lahn.  In 1942 the camp was renumbered to Stalag XII-A.  The 
camp lacked facilities, and the conditions of the POW’s was bad.  Most prisoners were 

 
4 The 9th Armored Division was configured into three Combat Commands.  Combat Commands were flexible 
organizations that consisted of armored infantry, field artillery, tanks, tank destroyers, and cavalry, along with 
support elements.  Combat Command A included the 60th AIB, Combat Command B included the 27th AIB, and 
Combat Command Reserve (R) included the 52nd AIB.  These three Armored Infantry Battalions were formed from 
the 52nd Infantry Regiment. 
5 Wehrmacht military districts administered POW camps, and the camp numbers designated the type of camp and 
the district.  Wehrmacht Prisoner of War camps were designated as either Oflag (Offizier-Lager: Officer Camp) or 
Stalag (Stammlager: Base Camp) originally for enlisted personnel and civilians. 
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processed at Limburg and moved to other Stalags.  Allied officers that had been in German 
POW camps in Italy were moved to Stalag XII-A in 1943.  By September 1944 the camp held an 
estimated 20,000 Americans, British, French, Italians, Indians, Africans, and Russians.  In 
December 1944 the camp suffered an accidental British air raid killing 63 POW’s.  Later in 
December American prisoners taken at the Battle of the Budge were sent to Stalag XII-A.  As 
Allied forces crossed the Rhine in March 1945 the Germans began to evacuate the camp, 
initially moving about 1,200 British and American soldiers.  Between March 25 - 27, 1945 
Combat Command A (60th AIB), B (27th AIB) and R (52nd AIB), of the 9th Armored Division 
captured Limburg and liberated the approximately 15,000 POW’s in the camp. 

Warburg:  Oflag VI-B (Doessel, in Military District VI – Muenster 

Prisoner of War camp Oflag VI-B was located near the village of Doessel, near Warburg.  The 
camp held mostly British, French, Polish, and other Allied officers.  The British along with the 
Polish officers in the camp were notorious for attempting to escape.  In September 1942 British 
prisoners were transferred out and replaced by Polish prisoners moved from Romania.  The 
Polish continued digging an escape tunnel that the British had begun.  In September 1943 a 
mass escape of Polish resulted in most be recaptured and executed while a few made their 
way west to Allied forces.  The camp was mistakenly bombed by the RAF in September 1944 
resulting in the deaths of 90 prisoners.  CC A (60th AIB) and CC B (27th AIB) of the 9th Armored 
Division attacked Warburg between March 31 and April 3, 1945, and liberated the prisoners 
held in Oflag VI-B. 

Following liberation of POW camps, the administrative actions were passed on to follow-on 
Allied units.  The 9th Armored Division continued its push to the East and by April 9th,1945 had 
moved to the Leine Rivers and formed the outer guard for the closing of the Ruhr Pocket. 

 

Why We Fight6 - The 9th Armored Division and the Liberation of 
Zwodau and Falkenau an der Eger, Subcamps of the Flossenbürg 
Concentration Camp7 

On May 8, 1945, troops of the 9th Armored Division, along with comrades from the 1st Infantry 
Division, liberated Zwodau and Falkenau an der Eger, both subcamps of the Flossenbürg 
concentration camp8.  Both camps were located on the territory of what today is the Czech 

 
6 “Why We Fight” is the title of episode 9 of Band of Brothers. 
7 This section is copied from the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Holocaust Encyclopedia. 
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/the-9th-armored-division  
8 Flossenbürg was a Nazi concentration camp built in May 1938 by the SS Main Economic and Administrative 
Office. Unlike other concentration camps, it was located in a remote area, in the Fichtel Mountains of Bavaria, 
adjacent to the town of Flossenbürg and near the German border with Czechoslovakia. The camp's initial purpose 
was to exploit the forced labor of prisoners for the production of granite for Nazi architecture. In 1943, the bulk of 
prisoners switched to producing Messerschmitt Bf 109 fighter planes and other armaments for Germany's war 
effort. Originally intended for German "criminal" and "asocial" prisoners, the camp's numbers swelled with 
political prisoners from outside Germany and, after Germany's invasion of the Soviet Union, Soviet prisoners of 

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/the-9th-armored-division
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Republic9. SS entrepreneurs had established Zwodau in 1944 for the production of air force 
equipment and, by March 1945, it housed some 1,200 female prisoners. Falkenau housed 60 
prisoners. 

At the time of its liberation, the camp in Zwodau held some 900–1,000 starving women 
prisoners. The army divisions procured food from the neighboring areas and provided badly 
needed medical attention to the survivors. 

The 9th Armored Division was recognized as a liberating unit by the US Army's Center of 
Military History and the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 1993. 
 

 

 
war. It also developed an extensive subcamp system that eventually collectively held many more prisoners than 
the main camp. 
 
Before it was liberated by the United States Army in April 1945, 89,964 to 100,000 prisoners passed through 
Flossenbürg and its subcamps. Around 30,000 died from malnutrition, overwork, executions, or during the death 
marches. Some of those responsible for these deaths, including administrators, guards, and others, were tried and 
convicted in the Flossenbürg trial. The camp was repurposed for other uses before the opening of a memorial and 
museum in 2007.  From Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flossenb%C3%BCrg_concentration_camp  
9 Zwodau and Falkenau were the German names of the towns where the subcamps were located.  Nearly all the 
town's German population was expelled after 1945 in accordance with the Potsdam Agreement.  The Czech names 
for the towns are Svatava and Sokolov. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flossenb%C3%BCrg_concentration_camp
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The United States Army – 250 Year On  

The U.S. Army celebrated its 250th anniversary on June 14, 2025, marking the official founding 
of the Army in 1775 with the formation of the Continental Army by the Second Continental 
Congress.    This milestone will be celebrated throughout 2025 and 2026, with a focus on 
honoring the Army's role in the nation's history and its continued service to the country. 

We will celebrate this milestone at our 2025 Reunion (it is Las Vegas in case you missed it) and 
encourage you to participate in activities in your community.   
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The United States Army – 250 Year On – Those Who Also Serve 

By Kurt Webber – 1-52 Infantry Mid-1980’s 

My mother died last night. She was 98-years-old and had been in good health until just a week 
ago. I'm glad that she went quickly and with a minimum of pain and suffering. I'm also very glad 
that we visited her in SC just over 2 weeks ago and had a chance to spend about a week with 
her while she was still doing OK both physically and pretty much mentally. 

I want to share this since it's still pretty close to Memorial Day and her life is an example of how 
military family members also serve and sacrifice.  

As the daughter of a soldier, when my mother was in high school, she watched her father go 
away for WWII and was there when her mother got the telegram notifying her that her 
husband had been seriously wounded soon after D-Day, where he had landed on Utah Beach as 
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the XO of the 2 Battalion 8th Infantry. After recovering from his wounds, he returned to the 
front, was captured and sent to a POW camp in Poland. My mom then saw her mother get the 
missing in action telegram and then, a few months later, the telegram that he was a POW. He 
escaped in January, 1945 as the Germans were marching the POWs from Poland as the Russian 
Army advanced west so there were several months when my mom's family had no idea what 
had happened to him until he managed to get to Odessa and was eventually repatriated to the 
U.S. 

My mother married a soldier and I was there as we watched him load the infantry battalion he 
was commanding onto a troop ship at Bremerton Naval Base in Seattle in 1966 to go to 
Vietnam. Interestingly, it was the 2 Battalion 8th Infantry, the same battalion my mom's father 
had been in during WWII! For some strange reason, the Army made all of the families from the 
battalion move off of Ft. Lewis while it was deployed to Vietnam, and I saw my mom, as the 
Battalion Commander's wife, take charge. There was a chain of command with the company 
commanders' and first sergeants' wives reporting to my mom, the platoon leaders' and platoon 
sergeants' wives reporting to them, etc so that my mom could make sure that of all the 
battalion's families were doing OK and help them out when they needed it. I also remember my 
dad returning about 7 months later after being seriously wounded and watching my mom nurse 
him back to help. 

My mother's brother was a soldier who had several tours in Vietnam as a helicopter door 
gunner. On his last tour, his chopper was shot down and he and the surviving crew members 
spent several days in the jungle evading the NVA and Viet Cong before they made it to safety. 
He earned the Silver Star for his actions. I was too young at the time to realize it, but this had to 
be tough on her. 

My mom was also a Red Cross volunteer during the late 60s and 70s, typically in charge of the 
local chapter. She did things like help families contact service members in emergency 
situations, helped military families in need, etc. She and other Red Cross volunteers also were 
there when families were informed that their loved ones had been killed in Vietnam and 
assisted them in the aftermath and I'm sure this took a toll on her (although again, at the time I 
was too young to realize this). 

My mom was the mother of soldiers and had to worry about my older brother (USMA '74) 
when he deployed to Panama during Urgent Fury in '89 and then me when I deployed to Iraq in 
'05. 

My mom was the grandmother of soldiers and had to worry about two grandsons (one of them 
my son) and two granddaughters (my brother's kids) when they were deployed to Afghanistan. 

Throughout all of this, my mom was always a trooper. She was positive and supportive and for 
this, I want to honor her memory and that of the other military family members since they have 
also served our country by supporting their loved ones in uniform and had to sacrifice much to 
do so.  
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Calendar Of Events 

September 29 – October 3, 2025:  2025 Las Vegas Reunion 

September 30, 2025:  2025 Annual Meeting / Board of Directors Election (at Reunion and by 
Zoom)  

TBD September 2026:  2026 Annual Meeting / Board of Directors Election (by Zoom) 

TBD Spring 2027: Trip to Europe to Visit 9th Armored Division Battlefields 

TBD Fall 2027: 2027 Reunion – Location TBD. 

TBD September 30, 2027:  2025 Annual Meeting / Board of Directors Election (at Reunion and 
by Zoom)  

A couple of notes. 

2025 Annual Meeting.  The announcement of the 2025 annual meeting will come out in July.  
There are three ways to participate in the annual meeting 

1. Attend the meeting in person at the Las Vegas Reunion. 

2. Attend the meeting by participating in a Zoom call. 

3. Appoint a proxy. 

Trip to Europe / 9th Armored Division Battlefield Tour.  We have started planning for a trip to 
Europe to revisit the battlefields of the 9th Armored Division.  We are planning this trip for the 
spring 2027.  We will announce the trip during the annual meeting this September. 

2027 Reunion.  At the reunion this fall, we will also announce the location of our 2027 reunion.  
Nashville has been mentioned as a possible site; however, we are considering other locations 
including New Orleans, Atlanta, Columbus Georgia, Savahanna, and Washington DC.  Our July 
SITREP will include information on each of these and provide a straw poll for your input. 
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Merchandise for Sale: 
 

Unit Crest Hats and Coasters for Sale10 

 

Hats - $20 
 

 

 

Coasters - $12.50 

How to Pay: Check, payable to "Veteran of the 52nd and 6th Infantry Regiments, Inc". Mail to 
Mike Streff 25 South Point Lane, Moneta, Virginia 24121 PayPal https://www.152-76inf-
coldwarvetsbamberg.org/support-our-cuase You can pay using Credit Card through PayPal or 
use PayPal to pay.  Use “Support our Cause” button – and specify what items you are 
purchasing.  VENMO. @Michael-Streff-1. Zelle – Use phone number 703-599-3723 

 

 
10 Coins are temporarily unavailable.  There will be more for sale after the 2025 reunion. 
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Purchase your 52nd and 6th Infantry Gear 
 

Bill Burt has information on the purchase of 52nd and 6th Infantry logo, clothing, and hats.   
Go to the web site: https://the52and6infantry.qbstores.com/home or a link is posted on the 
group’s website: https://www.152-76inf-coldwarvetsbamberg.org/ 
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VA Information and Helpful Phone Numbers 
 

Find a VA Location 
Main VA phone numbers 
MyVA411 main information line 
800-698-2411 
Hours: 24/7 
Telecommunications Relay Services (using TTY) 
711 
Hours: 24/7 
 

VA Health Care 
 
VA Health Benefits Hotline 
877-222-8387 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. ET 
 
My HealtheVet Help Desk 
877-327-0022 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. ET 
 
Civilian Health and Medical Program of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs (CHAMPVA) 
800-733-8387 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
8:05 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. ET 
 
CHAMPVA Meds by Mail 
888-385-0235  
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. MT 
 
866-229-7389 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. ET 
 
Foreign Medical Program (FMP) 
877-345-8179 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
8:05 a.m. to 6:45 p.m. ET 
 

Quit VET (get help from a counselor to stop 
smoking) 
855-784-8838 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. ET 
 
MISSION Act 
800-698-2411, Select 1 
Hours: 24/7 
 
Spina Bifida Health Care Benefits Program 
888-820-1756 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. ET 
 
Caregiver Support Line 
855-260-3274 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. ET, and 
Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. ET 
 

VA Benefits 
 
VA Benefits Hotline 
800-827-1000 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. ET 
 
GI Bill Hotline 
888-442-4551 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. ET 
 
Students Outside the U.S. 
+1-918-781-5678 This isn’t toll-free. 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. ET 
 
 
 
 

https://www.va.gov/find-locations
tel:+18006982411
tel:711
tel:+18772228387
tel:+18773270022
tel:+18007338387
tel:+18883850235
tel:+18662297389
tel:+18773458179
tel:+18557848838
tel:+18006982411
tel:+18888201756
tel:+18552603274
tel:+18008271000
tel:+18884424551
tel:+19187815678
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VA Loan Guaranty Service 
877-827-3702 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. ET. 
 
National Pension Call Center 
877-294-6380 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. ET 
 
Support for SGLI or VGLI 
800-419-1473 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. ET 
 
All Other VA Life Insurance Programs 
800-669-8477 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. ET 
 
Special Issue Hotline (Blue Water Navy Act, Gulf 
War, Agent Orange, and Other Information) 
800-749-8387 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. ET 
 

Memorial Affairs 
 
Burials and memorials 
National Cemetery Scheduling Office 
800-535-1117 
Hours: Every day, 8:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. ET 
Headstones and markers 

800-697-6947 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. ET 
 
Other VA Support 
Women Veterans hotline 
855-829-6636 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. ET, and 
Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. ET 
 
eBenefits Technical Support 
800-983-0937 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. ET 
 
Debt Management Center (Collection of 
Nonmedical Debts) 
800-827-0648 
Hours: Monday through Friday, 
7:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. ET 
 
Vets Center Call Center 
877-927-8387 
Hours: 24/7 
 
White House VA hotline 
855-948-2311 
Hours: 24/7 
 
Veterans Crisis Line  
800-273-8255, Select 1 
Hours: 24/7 

 
 

Websites and Contact Info 

We have 3 websites.  Our main website for distribution of information is https://www.152-76inf-
coldwarvetsbamberg.org/.  This is also the one that you can register for the reunion on.  Also, we are on 
Facebook, search the groups for 1st Battalion 52nd Infantry Bamberg Germany.  The Facebook group is a 
public group. The other site is on the Ning network at http://deltacompany-52nd-inf.ning.com/, which is a 
private site where you need to have served in 1-52 to be able to enter.  Please answer the question when 
requesting to enter these groups.  My contact information is either by phone at 507-696-8429 or Email at 
Bill.Burt@152-76inf-coldwarvetsbamberg.org.  You can also contact us through our main website 
https://www.152-76inf-coldwarvetsbamberg.org/.  

tel:+18778273702
tel:+18772946380
tel:+18004191473
tel:+18006698477
tel:+18007498387
tel:+18005351117
tel:+18006976947
tel:+8558296636
tel:+18009830937
tel:+18008270648
tel:+18779278387
tel:+18559482311
tel:+18002738255

